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Marquiſs of Hartington, Earl of Beben irc. and 
Baron Cavendiſh of Hardwick, Lord Lieute 1 
nant of the Kingdom of Treland, Lord Lieu- 
tenant and Cuſtos Rotulorum for the County 
of Derby, one of the Lords of his Majeſty's 
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Companion of the moſt noble Order of the 
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* I have but your Grace's Par- 
don for the Liberty here taken, 
I am. ſure to be juſtiſied to the 
Publick as to the Propriety of 


inſcribein g the following Sheets to Your 
A 2 Grace 


iv 


The DEDICATION. 
Grace The Subject of them is that reli- 
gious Error and Delufion, which has not 
only miſled private Perſons and weak 
Minds, but threatned even Communities 
and national Happineſs: to the Rulers there- 
fore of the People it muſt be reaſonable to 
addreſs every Performance deſign'd for the 
Reformation of public Grievances, and 
when theſe are found to affect the Peace 
of the efabliſhed Church the Appeal can- 
not be deem'd by any Man irregular, 
when made to the immediate Repreſen- 
tative of our great DEFENDER 


OF THE FAITH. 


WHETHER indeed the Infection here 


guarded againſt has reach'd that Kingdom 


more particularly under Your Grace's Com- 


mand, I know not; but if it have not, if 


they who have turn d this Part of the Morld 
upfide down be not as yet come to You, that 
may very well be look'd upon as one of the 


0 . K 


The DEDICATION. 


many Bleſſings of Your Grace's Admini- 
ſtration, under which Religion is ſure to 
be as effectually ſecur'd againſt Erhuj- 
aſm, the accidental Growth of moſt Coun- 
tries, as againſt Popery, the natural Produce 
of that over which You preſide, to be a- 
dorned by Example, as well as enforc'd 
by Authority, and preſerv'd in its full Vi- 
gor and Intereſts, and not in the Form and 
Appearance only. 


TIT was the Senſe of theſe important 
Services evidently in Your Grace's Inclinati- 
ons as well as Power that occaſion'd the u- 


niverſal Joy among all good Men, when 


they ſaw You calPd to that high Stations- 
which they reaſonably promis'd themſelves 
You wou'd fill with equal Dignity, as You 
have confeſſedly diſcharg'd the Duties of it 


with the greateſt Glory. Your Grace's 


judicious Conduct in the Capacity of a 
Subject gave a glorious Earneſt to Man- 


kind 
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kind of the many Bleſſings they might ex- | 
| pet from ſuch eminent Qualities when | 
| inveſted with a public Character, for the | 
ſame ſteady Politics which You had copied 


from an honeſt * Motto of one of Your 
illuſtrious Anceſtors in order to form the 
good Subject could not fail of conſtituting | 
an excellent ICE © Y.-— Your Grace | | 
indeed has made a noble Improvement u- „ 
on the former of his Maxims, having re- 
concil'd the two Characters of the good Sub- 
je and the good Governour in Your own 

Perſon, and ſhewn the World how very 
conſiſtent the Art of rulixg is with the trus | 
and honourable Meaſures of Obedience ; | 
and if the great Moderation of the pre- | 
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ſent Times has happily precluded You the | 
literal Execution of his whole Plan, yet | 
Your Grace has manifeſtly adopted it in a 2 Be 
Senſe the moſt * and intereſting have | 


* Fidelis bonorum Sci Subditus loimicus 
& inviſus Tyrannis. g 
ing 


The DED] CATION. 
ing reftified Your Averſion to Tyrants by 


your Abhorrence of the Principles that form 


them, and your Contempt of the Favour 
and Countenance of Sa Princes by ever 
courting the Approbation and Efteem of 
the 6%. 


CovLD any Conſideration add to the O- 


pinion Mankind has deſervedly conceiv'd of 
Your Grace's Happineſs in the Poſſeſſion f 
io many public good Qualities it muſt be 
that of thoſe domeſtic Felicities Your 
Grace enjoys in the beſt of Conſorts, the 


confeſs'd Pattern of all that Virtue and 
ſplendid Oeconomy ſo truly amiable in 


bib Life, becauſe ſo neceſſarily connected 
with a moft viſible Influence upon /ower 
Fortunes, in the beſt of Children, thoſe 
. Arrows in the Hands of the Mighty, and in 


the beſt Alliances, the infallible Signs of 
eur Worth and Excellence. 


4 =” 
foo 
5 
* 


21 1 bo. SAT 


VII 


vil 


The DEDICA TION. 
THAT Your Grace may long continue 
the happy Favourite of the Age You live 
In, the ſteady Patron of that eftabliſhed 
Religion, Learning, and Liberty, Which 


your Anceſtors ſo &ravely contended for, 


and fo greatly preſerv'd, the illuſtrious Ex- 
ample of all that Virtue and Humanity 


that public Spirit and private Candor 
which all Mankind at once confeſs and ad- 


mire in Your Grapes is the hearty Wiſh and 
* of, 


My Lo R p, 


. 
” * * N 


Your Grace's mMofi Duti /. ul $ ervant, : U 


and Chaplain, 


Sidney Col lege Cambridge, 
April 26, 1740. 


JOHN GARNET T. 


G:A-L-:VE:15- 


In Chriſt Feſus, neither Ci rcumci fon avail- 
eth any Thing nor Uncircunrifion, but a 
" New Creature, 


HA the Defign of Chriſt's coming 

into the World was not to deſtroy the Matth.v. 19. 

Law, but to fulfil it, was a Declaration 

which he | himſelf was pleas'd to make 

in order to rectify any Miſtakes which 

his Diſciples might have run into con- 

cerning the new Kingdom he was about to erect among 

them: To obviate all ſuch he informs them, that the 

Reformation of the Jewiſb Oeconomy, and not the De- 

ſtruction of it, was the Errand he was ſent upon, that 

the Moral Law particularly Was of chat eternal and 

indiſpenſable Obligation, chat whoſoever ſhould break one er. 19. 

of. the leaſt of its Commandments ſhould be accounted the 

Leaeaſt in the Kingdom. of God; to repeal therefore that 
noni 1 | Law. 


— = RE ee — — ̃ —U ! 


Submiſſion by Treatment of a milder Nature. 


them, muſt of Conſequence expire with them, and not 


Tte NEW CREATION, 3 


Law, or to cancel any one of its Precepts, was ſo far 
from the Deſign of that Goſpe he was about to preach, 
that to eſtabliſh it upon a more ſure and laſting Foun- 
dation, to ſecure the Obſervance of it by an expreſs 
Sanftion of Rewards and Punifhments, and thoſe too 
not temporal (as they had been under the Law) but 
infinite and eternal, to improve and advance it to a 
greater Degree of Perfection both in Theory and 
Practice, than had ever been taught by the great Ma- 


ſters and Doctors in the Fewiſh Church, and laſtly, to 


extend the Practice and Obligation of it throughout the 
whole World, and make it the ſole Syſtem to which 
all Nations might recurr, and by which they ſhould 
conſequently be judg'd, was the Subſtance of that 
Commiſſion which he had receiv'd from the Father, 
and under which he was to tranſact the great Buſineſs 


of Man's Redemption. 


As to the ritual or ceremonial Part of the Law, that 
had been manifeſtly calculated for the Temper of that 
People, and that only, for which it was ordain*d, and 
their particular Situation with Regard to other Nations, 
either to ſecure them from communicating with them 
and mixing in their Idolatries, or- to enforce the Obe- 
dience of a rebellious ftiff-necked Generation not to be 
tamed with leſs Severity, nor reduced to any tolerable 
This 


Part therefore of their Oeconomy, as it was peculiar to 


revive its Obligations under a new Face of Things, 
under a Kingdom whoſe Bounds were to reach unto ive 


Ends of rhe Earth, under a Religion which knew of no 
Diſtinction 


State of Proſelytiſm. 


Diſtinction of Few and Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, 
under a Governour who was ns Reſpefter of Perſons, 
A formal Repeal therefore of thoſe Ceremonies ſeems 
neither to have been neceſſary nor expedient, the Inſti- 
tution of a more univerſal, rational, and manly Scheme 
virtually implied the Expiration of that which had ſer- 
ved only as a Schoolmaſter to bring them to Chriſt, and 


under which they had been as Children under the Direction Gal. iv. 2,3, 


of Tutors and Governors until the Time appointed by the 
Father, which is therefore emphatically ſtiled, the Ful. 
neſs of Time when God ſent forth his Son. 


THE Fews indeed conſiſtently enough with their 
uſual Opinionatedneſs thought that by Virtue of their 
being the Children of Abraham to whom the Promiſe of 
the Meſſiah was made, they and they only had a Right 
to the Kingdom of God, it was therefore no Wonder 
to find it a Doctrine greatly inſiſted upon in the In- 
fancy of Chri/ff*s Religion, that it was neceſſary even 
for the Chriſtian Converts to be circumciſed and keep 
the Law at leaſt in this Particular; it had been a Rite 
inſtituted by Gad himſelf in the Covenant which He 
made with Abraham, rigidly obſerv'd by his Deſcen- 
dants for Four Hundred and Twenty Years, (abating 
the Forty Years Intermiſſion during their Sojournment 
in the Wilderneſs,) renew'd in expreſs Terms at the 
Giving of the Lamm by Moſes, and continued from 
| thence to the Time of our Bleſſed Saviour, the Autho- 
rity of it had been recogniz*'d by Chriſt himſelf, and 
the Practice of it ſubmitted to in his Perſon: So that 
there was perhaps ſome. Pretence either for inſiſting | 
upon the Continuance of it in the Chriſtian Church, or 
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at leaſt aſſigning a ſufficient Reaſon for diſcontinuing 
it; this indeed St. Paul has done in the Epiſtle before 
us with equal Strength and Variety of Argument, he 
hath plainly ſhewn that the ritun! Ordinances of the 
Moſaic Law are abſolutely evacuated by the Goſpel, and 
that whoſoever expected to be juſtified by the Works of the 
Law was in that very Opinion fallen from Grace, and 
could therefore have no Pretence to the faving Ef- 
fects of it, and moreover that Chriſt was upon that 
very Suppoſition Become of no Effect, that thoſe Legal 


Performances, which had indeed been formerly expe- 


dient as Means to bring them in God's due Time to 
Chriſt, had now no Place in a Syſtem which needed not 
ſuch Means, as it was of a more refined and ſpiritual 
Nature, for we, ſays he, through the Spirit wait for the 


Hope of Righteouſneſs by Faith, for in Chriſt Feſus neither 


Circumciſion availeth any Thing nor Uncircumcifion, but 4 
New Creature, agreeably to what he tells the Epheſians 
on the very fame Subject, that Chriſt had aboliſhed in his 

Fleſh the Enmity, or the old Grounds of Difference be- 
tween the Few and the Gentile, even the Law of Com- 
mandments contain'd in Ordinances for to _ to him ſelf 
one New Man /0 making Peace. | 


WHAT therefore we are to underſtand by the 
New Man and the New Creature, from what Analogy 
they are ſo denominated, and how proper that Ana- 


logy is to expreſs what Saint Paul would convey to 


thoſe to whom he writes, and laftly in what conſiſts 
the true Difference between the xew and the old Crea- 
tion hall 12 xr Sub yea of my reſent Enquiry. 


FOR 


- 
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FOR that this is an Expreſſion not to be under- 
ſtood literally is, I ſuppoſe, a Matter beyond all Diſ. 
pute, it requir'd neither the Sagacity nor the Learning 
of one of the Fewih Doctors to diſcern the abſolute Im- 
poſſibility of entering a ſecond Time into the Mother*s 
Womb, and of being bern again in the phyſical Senſe of 
the Words, the Thing carried its own Confutation 
along with it in the literal Interpretation, and was there- 
fore to be underſtood in the figurative, if at all: But 
neither are Figures to be conſider'd in the largeſt and 
moſt extenſive Acceptation, *tis ſufficient that they an- 
ſwer in the general Parts to which the Writer himſelf 
refers, they are not to be ſtretch'd to every preciſe Si- 
militude which a curious -rather than a prudent Ima- 
gination may ſtrike out, nor made Uſe of to prove 
Points which the Author himſelf hath not thought 
proper to produce them for : Otherwiſe there would 
be no End of Conjectures and Refinements, infinite 
Occaſion would be given, or however taken, of enlarg- 
ing upon every Alluſion, and the Scriptures at laſt 
dwindle, as they have been in Danger more than once 
of doing, into Fable and Allegory. | 


T HE moſt approved Rule of Interpretation in all 
ſuch Matters, and it holds equally in facred and pro- 
phane Hiſtory, is to compare the ſeveral Writings of 
thoſe on the ſame Subject with one another, and paral- 
lel Places of the fame Author together, and that Senſe 
which beſt ſuits the ſeveral Paſſages thus compared 
bids faireſt for the true One. 


' THUS 
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THUS then what St. Paul expreſſes in the Text 
by a New Creature he has explain'd to the Epheſians 
Eph. it-15- by a New Man, and this again is call'd by Saint Fobn 
Joh. iii. g, 10. being born of God, as it is termed by St, Peter being 
* . born apain : The Proceſs of this New Birth or New 
Creation is elſewhere call'd the Regeneration, towards 
the unravelling of which Myſtery fo plain and intelli- 
gible in itſelf, and yet ſo little underſtood by ſome 
Men, and fo confidently perverted and miſconſtrued 
by others, give me Leave to premiſe the following Ob- 
ſervation, 


— —— — — — — — —— 


Tit. ii. 5. 


| NOTHING can be more certain than that there 
| is a viſible Harmony among the inſpired Writers in re- 


preſenting the grand Scheme of Man's Redemption by 
Chrift, and of his Converſion by the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, as analogous to his natural Birth, and that this 
*. Analogy is conducted gradually through the ſeveral 
Stages of Generation, Conception and Production. 


nn IN the prophetic Writings we find the Church of 
Lea. iv. Chriſt deſcribed as a Woman in Travail, and the ſud- 


i den Propagation of Chriſtianity over the World com- 
Ezai. lxvi. 7, pared to the Quickneſs of her Delivery, Before ſbe tra- 
4 vaibd ſbe brought forth, before her Pains came upon her 


{be wes dekiver'd of a Male Child: And again, Shall the 
Earib be made to bring forth in one Day, or ſball a Nation 
| age We 


_ *' Analogy äs here all along: ugd not in the beg and proper Senſe 
of the Word, but in a more looſe and extenſive One, for that Simi- 
litude or Correſpondency in human Things which males them pre- 
per Images and Repreſentations of Things ſupernatural and divine 


State of Proſelytiſm. 


be born at once ? Theſe are Events confeſſedly beyond 
the ordinary Courſe and Conſtitution of Things, and 
yet without Pain or Difficulty as ſoon as Zion travail'd 
ſhe was deliver'd of her Children. 


THAT this Manner of Expreſſion is not peculiar 
to the Prophets whoſe Stile is indeed allow'd to be 
more ſublime and abounding with Figures and Allu- 
ſions than that of the Goſpel, is ſo plain, that it might 
ſafely be affirm'd that the inſpired Writers even affect 
this Analogy with great Uniformity and Minuteneſs, 
Thus if St. James has told us, that of his own Will 


God hath begotten us by the Word of Truth, and St. Peter : = * ; 
| L136 


that he hath begotten us again to a lively Hope by the Re- 


ſurrection of Chriſt, St. Paul continues the Figure and Oer. iu, 5. 


tells the Corinthians that in Chriſt Feſus he had begotten 


them through the Goſpel, as he elſewhere ſpeaks of One- Philip. x. 


fimus whom he had begotten, or converted to the Faith of 
_ Chriſt, in his Bonds: No Wonder therefore that we hear 
of Travail and Sorrow e*er the Children come to the 
Birth, that in order to complete this Part of the Proceſs 
of the ſpiritual Birth, St. Fobn ſhould have a Viſion of 


4 great Wonder in Heaven, a Woman cloathed with * xii. 3, 


> 3 


the Sun, and the Moon under her Feet, and upon 
ber Head @ Crown of twelve Stars, and foe being 
with Child cried travailing and pained to be deliver- 
ed, and ſhe brought forth a Man-Child, Which Words 
manifeſtly allude to the infant State of the Church 
under Chris, and the Eſtabliſhment of it by the 
Preaching of his Apoſtles, which is here beauti- 
fully compared to the Pains of a Woman in Child- 
Bed; agreeably enough to which Manner of * 

| St, 


— —— 
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Gal. iv. 19. St, Paul addreſſes his Galatian Converts, My little Chil- 

| dren of whom I travail in Birth until Chriſt be formed in 

you : Hence St. Peter exhorting thoſe Fews who had re- 

| ceiv'd the Faith of Chrift to love one another from 

| the Conſideration of their being in a regenerate State 

r Pet. i. 23. carries on the ſame Analogy, Being born, ſays he, 4. 
gain not of corruptible but of incorruptible Seed by the Word 
of God which liveth and abideth for ever. 


| HAVING thus conſider'd the ſpiritual Man from 
his firſt Conception in the Womb to his Appearance in 


the World, St. Paul ſtill purſues the ſame Thought, 
and as he had repreſented him all along under the Si- 


: militude of the natural Man from his Conception to his 
Birth, he continues to deſcribe his Circumſtances from 
that Time to his Maturity under the ſame Figure, and 
preſerves all along the ſtricteſt Analogy to his natural 
Condition, Thus when in his Epiſtle to Titus he cele- 
brates the great Love of God our Saviour in the Re- 

Tit. iii.5. demption of Man, he adds, that this appear'd not by 

| any Works of Righteouſneſs on Man's Part, but according 
to bis Mercy he ſav'd us by the Waſhing of Rege. 

neration and Renewing of the Holy Spirit. By the 

former of which Expreſſions he again alludes to the 

natural Birth, for as in that the Body * was 

177 5 waſh'd 


— — — — 
CN — — — 


* 
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Callimach, Hymn. in Jov. 
Augoreipss AOTEEAEA N eumhngage yerarr@. Th. Idyll. 24. 


poſtquam 
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waſh'd with Water from the Pollutions which it had 
contracted in the Womb, ſo in this our ſpiritual Birth 


13 


che Soul is purified by the Spirit (the Figure whereof Toh. iv. 14. 


in many Places of Scripture is Water) from the Stains vi. 37 39. 


and Pollutions of Sin: And this perhaps may ſerve to 
explain St. Peter's Diſtinction of that Baptiſm which a- 
lone is ſalutary in regard to our Souls, not the + 

Amol:ois Pury Eapros , the putting away the Filth of the 
_ Fleſh, not that Sort of waſhing which was practiſed up- 
on the Body, but what carried along with it ſomething 
that related more immediately to the Soul, the Anſwer 
(or rather the Stipulation) of @ good Conſcience towards 
God, Should this Part of the Analogy be thought to 
need farther Explanation, we may go back to the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel, and there learn what was practic'd on 


1 Pet. iii. 21. 


xvi Exek. 4, 


the Human Body immediately after its Birth by that 5—9. 


which he laments was not done to Vael in the ſame 
Circumſtances. As for thy Nativity, ſays he, in the 
Day that thou waſt born thy Navel was not cut, neither 
waſt thou waſhed with Water to ſupple thee. No Eye was 
there to pity thee, and none to do any of thoſe Things unto 
thee in the Day that thau waſt born: alluding probably to 


which Practice, * our Hearts are ſaid by St. Paul to be Hob. *-22+ 


forinkled in Baptiſm from an evil Conſcience, and our Bo- 
dies waſhed with pure Water. 


C THUS. 


Poſtquam peperit, pueros /avare juflit, Nos occepimus, 
Sed Puer ille quem ego lavi ut magnus eſt? Plaut. in Amphic. 
See Mede's Diatrib. 18. St. Jerom on John iii. 4. Tertullian. de ol 
tiſmo, C. 8. Witzii ÆEgy 7 25 2, C. 16. Huet. Qu. Aln. p. 272. 
T Por- Wiens . ve | Sordes quæ Corpori adhzret. Suidas. 
yoy tyap 6 e u,, rahaprocs purulyucouar, Greg. de Bepo. 
1 Cor. vi. 11. a @T$AuGagts GAA 1 νue. 
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Gal. iii. 26. 
Rom. viii. 16, 
117. 


Heb. v. 13514. 


Eph. iv. 13. 
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THUS minutely have the inſpired Writers pur- 
ſued the Analogy of the ſpiritual to the natural Birth, 
and thereby ſhewn the Derivation of the New Creature 
to have been originally from God by and through the 
Merits of Jeſus Chrif, as really and truly as one Man 
is ſaid to be the Son of, or deriv'd from, another; nor 
do they ſtop here, but continue to carry on the ſame 
Similitude, for the New Man thus initiated into Chriſt's 
Religion by Baptiſm is now conſider'd in the Relation 
of a Son, and is therefore ſtiled a Son of God, an Heir 
of God, and a joint Heir with Chriſt: Under this Cha- 
rater he receives the proper Nouriſhment of thoſe ten- 
der Years, and is fed with the fincere Milk of the Word, 
the Reaſon of which St. Paul has aſſign'd, For every 
one that eateth Milk is unſtilful in the Word of Righteou/- 
weſs, for he is a Babe, thus by Degrees advancing from 
Strength to Streugth from leſs to greater Degrees of it, 
and being gradually inured to“ ſtronger and more 
manly Food, he arrives from a long Subjection to Tu- 
tors and Governors during his Minority unto a perfect 
Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulueſs of 
Chrif. | we 


BY the New Birth therefore, or the New Creation, 
we are in general to underſtand Mens becoming Proſe- 
lytes to Chriſt through Baptiſm, engaging thereby a 
ſteady Obedience to the Commands of the Goſpel, en- 
tering into a ne Covenant withGod through the Medi- 


ation of his 0, and ſolemnly rue to be his moſt 
faithful 


Cuyn doy rur copiay eiue Ariſtoph, in Plut, 
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faithful Serxants and Diſciples, for if am Man be in 
Chriſt he is a New Creature. 


2 Cor, v. 17. 


WHAT indeed conſtitutes the true Difference be. 
tween the old and the new Creature is a diſtinct Con- 
ſideration, into which it may be Matter of great Uſe 
and Importance to enquire : It is ſufficient, we know, 
to the Conſtitution of a perfect Man, that he is of a 
a reaſonable Soul and human Fleſh ſubſiting ; theſe may 
properly enough execute the Functions neceſſary to ſuch 
a Life: But to the Compoſition of the new Man which Eph. iv. 24. 
is formed after the Image of him that created him, the 
reaſonable Soul and bodily Organs are not ſufficient, but 
the Union of the divine Spirit is abſolutely neceſſary ; 
for Except a Man be born again of Water and the Spirit 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God: Hence St. Paul 
exhorts the Epheſians to be renew'd in the Spirit of their Eph, 
minds, and earneſtly prays to God for the Theſſalonians , 5  _ 421 
that their whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body, the three | 
eſſentially inherent Properties in the Conſtitution of the 
ſpiritual Man may be preſerv'd pure and blameleſs.* Mens 
natural Powers and Faculties, how perfect ſoever, cannot, 
attain to ſupernatural Acquirements, for that which is 2 
born of the Fab is but Fleſh, and ſo muſt be content to J ift. 6. 
act within the ſmall Sphere of its own Powers, but hat 


which is born of the Spirit is Spirit, and knows no 
C 2 Boynds 


Joh. iti. 4. 


iv. 23. 


Cum Spiritus commixtus animæ unitur Plaſmati, propter effuho- 

nem Spiritus, ſpiritualis & perfectus homo ſactus eſt: & hic eſt qui 
7 Imaginem & Similitudinem factus eſt Dei : Si autem defue · 
rit Animæ Spiritus, animalis eſt vere qui eſt talis & catnalis. Com- 
mixtio autem & unitio' horum omnium perfectum hominem efficit. 
5 N e. 6, See this Matter at large diſcuſs'd by Biſhop Bull, Vol. g. 
4 ract. | 
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Bounds to its Influence and Operations but Grace 


of God. It is therefore the Spirit that quickneth the car- 
nal Man dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, giving, as it were, a 
new Principle of Action, and inſpiring a more vital In- 
gredient into his Compoſition, for like the lewd Woman 
mentioned by St, Paul the carnal Man may be dead even 
whilſt he liveth, and how great a Paradox ſoever this 
may ſeem at firſt Sight, yet upon Examination we ſhall 
fiad it founded upon Reaſon and Experience, for even 
whilſt he has not only all the Signs of Life, Health, 
and Vigour, but exerts them with Briſkneſs and Acti- 
vity, he may ſtill be loſt to all true and rational En- 
joyment of Life, to all Virtue and Decency the beſt 
Symptoms of his ſpiritual Welfare, to all Acts of Cha- 
rity and Goodneſs the wholſomeſt Exerciſe of his ra- 
tional Faculties, and fo at length abandoned to thoſe 
evil Courſes whoſe End is Deſtruction, and whoſe Paths 
lead down to the Gates of Death: A Recovery from 
ſuch a wretched Condition to a Life of Virtue and Li- 
berty may with Propriety equal to the Elegancy of the 
Expreſſion be called a * new Birth or a new Life, and 
the happy Perſons thus recover'd new Men and new 
Creatures, the Expreſſion itſelf was familiar to, and per- 
haps borrow'd from, the T Fews. themſelves, who cal- 

| led 


Naſci Veteres non ſolum putabant eos qui in hanc Lucem exi- 
bant, ſed etiam qui honores ampliſſimos conſequebantur, fic Dies 
dicitur Natalts S. S. Martyrum a gladio ad palmam vocatorum, cum a 
faucibus Erebi ad fafces Olympi evehebuntur. . Laurent. in Nat. 
Vet. So Cicero in Orat. poſt Reditum, Natus ſum Conſularis, 
* Natalis mei Reditus. | 

Quemadmodum inter Judzos novum Nomen Proſelyto acceſſit, ita 
etiam Natales plane novs : Et velut jam primo creatus aut a cælo lap- 
ſus omnino zovus Homo fiebat. Selden de Jure Nat. & Gent. cap. 4.. 

lia in Jure Czfareo Servus dicitur regenerari qui natalibus reftitui- 


tur in quibus 1nitio omnes homines fuerunt, non in quibus ipſe naſci- 
| So 


Tur cum ſervus natus eflet. Ibid, 
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led their Proſelytes new Men, admitted them by Bap- 
tiſm, and * conſidered them as abſolutely acquitted 
from all their former Relations and Kindred, and ſole- 
ly attach*d to their Church and Nation : On which Ac- 
count probably it is, that our Saviour reproves Nicode- 
mus for his Ignorance in this Particular, Art thou, ſays 
he, a Maſter in Iſrael, and knoweſt not theſe Things ? 
One would have thought indeed that neither the Allu- 
ſion itſelf ſo manifeſtly borrow'd from the Prophecies 
of the Old Tetament, nor the Phraſes ſo trite and com- 
mon among thoſe of his own Nation could have efca- 


ped one of the Doctors of the Jewiſb Church, though 
the preciſe Application of it to the Chriſtian Scheme 
might poſſibly do ſo; the Propriety of ſuch an Alluſion 
might not be diſcerned till the whole Scheme of Man's 
Redemption by Chriſt was open*d and admitted, which 
it does not appear to have been by Nicodemus, and con- 
ſiſted in that Analogy, which he did not readily diſ- 
cern, to the natural Birth, in which the Life we lead 
after we are born into the World and breathe the com- 
mon Air is not more different from that ſenfitive one that 
we liv'd in the Womb, than the Life we engage to 

lead 


So too among the Athenians we find a Cuſtom of regererating Per- 
ſons who had been long look'd upon as dead, which is thus recorded by 
Fo. 8caliger, Athenienſes eos, quibus abſenti bus funus factum erat, non 
prius ædes ingredi patiebantur, quam per ſinum laxæ Stolæ Mulier 
eum demitteret, tanquam d enuo renaſci videretur, unde AtyTeg;= 
TFoT pos vel ToeezsToTweor dicuntur: : Inde factum ut quos mortuos pu- 
taverant ex Orco eos rediiſſe dicerent. Not. in Pomp. Feſtum, in ver- 
bo Poſtliminium. For the Origin of which Cuſtom, ſee Witſii E- 
oyptiac. I. 2. c. 16, | 

* So Tacitus ſpeaking of thoſe whe had gone over to the Few: : 
Nec quicquam prius imbuuntur quam contemnere Deos, exuere pa- 
** triam, parentes, liberos, fratres vilia habere. Tac. Hiſt. L. 5. 


+ John iii. 10. See Selden de Jure Nat. p. 191. Wilk. Ed. Vol. I. 
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lead under the new Covenant and ſtipulated in Baptiſm 
is from that which We led before we took upon our- 
ſelves the Profeſſion of Chriſt's Religion, the one at beſt 
conducted under the Influence of deprav*d Reaſon and 
impetuous Paſſions, the other under the immediate 
Guidance of the Holy Spirit. , 


HOW indeed or by what Steps the Spirit produces 
this prodigious Change in Mens Minds, or at what Time 
and under what preciſe Circumſtances this wonderful Al- 
teration is effected is a Matter rather of curious than uſe- 
ful Enquiry, 'tis ſufficient that we may be infalliby aflur'd 
of the bleſſed Effects of it without being immediately ſen- 
{ible of its Operations, and taſte its delicious Fruits without 
having obſerv*d minutely the gradual Growth of them : 
No one, I ſuppoſe, ever affected to aſſign the preciſe 
Moment in which he became a living Creature, or pre- 
tended to recount with any Degree of Accuracy the ſe- 
veral Stages of the Soul from its firſt Entry into the 
human Body to the Maturity of the reaſonable Man ; 


theſe are Matters of gradual unobſerv*d Progreſs not 


ſubject to the Niceties of any Law or Syſtem, and much 
leſs therefore to the Diſcernment of the Perſon himſelf 
in whom the Progreſs is making; and as they depend 
greatly upon the Temperament, Genius, and Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mankind, they muſt for that Reaſon be as vari- 
ous as thoſe are: The ſame may be ſaid too of the 
ſpiritual Life, for there is a ſpiritual as well as a natu- 

ral 
This robably i is the Foundation of the Reaſoning of the Roya! 


Preacher, cel. xi. 5. As thou knoweſt not the Way of the Spirit, nor 
how the Bones grow in the Womb of her that is with Child, even /o 


| knoweſt# thou not that God that worketh all. 
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ral Infancy, and we are as properly ſaid to grow in 
b Grace and the Knowledge of Chriſt, as in Stature and hu- 
man Learning ; the Progreſs of the divine Life is here 
again ſtrictly analogous to that of the human, and de- 
pends upon like,tho? not preciſely upon the ſame, Circum- 
ſtances, for as in this the Soul and its rational Faculties 
are frequently diſconcerted by the tumultuous Paſſions 
ariſing from its intimate Union with the Body, the Law 
of our Members waging Wur with the Law in our Mind, 
and bringing them into continual Subjeftion, ſo in that 
unleſs there be a previous Fitneſs and Diſpoſition in Men 
to receive this divine Gueſt, he will not enter in and 
mate his Mode with them, when he has enter'd his Recep- 
tion may not continue always agreeable, He may be | 
griev'd, or perhaps quench'd, his Influence may be ei- | 
ther check'd by Mens Luſts and Paſſions, or totally i 
extinguiſh*d by their habitual Immoralities, He then 
forſakes them and leaves them to their own Inventions : 
| In both Caſes the Progreſs of the active Principle is in- 
ſenſible, though the Effects of it are plain and obvious: | 
| This indeed appears more undeniable when applied to ö 
the Good and Virtuous, they feel not only inward Diſ- 

poſitions for Piety and Goodneſs, but out ward Stregth 

and Ability to put them in practiſe, and like the rea- 

ſonable Soul in purſuit of rational Objects are never ſo 
ſatisfactorily employ'd as in Exerciſes of Virtue and Re- | 
ligion ; theſe Diſpoſitions they experience and cheriſh | 
within them though they be not able to aſſign either the 

Time or the manner of their having acquir'd them, 

tis ſufficient that they know them by the Effects they 
have produc'd in them, and theſe they are ſure muſt have 
bs | A 


Rom. vii. 23. 
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a Cauſe adequate to ſuch a production: The Wind, fay, 
our bleſſed Lord, bloweth where it liſteib, and thou bear- 
eff the Sound thereof, bnt canſt not tell whence it cometh 
nor whither it goeth, ſo is every Man that is born of the - 


Spirit, i. e. The Work of Regeneration carries with 


it a great Reſemblance to what is obſerv'd of the 
Wind; for as we gather its blowing by the Sound 
** and other Effects, though we do not ſee the Blaſt or 
Current, nor yet its Riſe and Paſſage, ſo may a Child 
of God know aſſuredly that he is ſuch by the Effects 
* and Characters of that Relation, tho* he does not 
* ſee the Spirit that renews him, though the Opera- 
tions by which he is rencw'd be ſuch as fall not un- 
eder the Obſervation of his Senſes, nor is his own 
Mind perhaps conſcious of many Things by which 
<* that Change was wrought in him. And it would be 
juſt as good Reaſoning to deny that the Wind blows, 
becauſe we cannot account for its Riſe and Paſſage, not 
know whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth, as to doubt 
of the Spirit's having effected ſuch a Change in us, 
becauſe we ſaw not the Spirit itſelf nor at tended m 


cularly to the Operations of it. 


NOT that our Wills are overaw'd, or our Under- 
ſtandings wholly unconcern'd in this Buſineſs of Rege- 


neration, the Progreſs of the neu Man thus raiſed up 


in us in Baptiſm is partly conducted by the Joly Spirit, 
the Promiſe of which is to all without Exception that 
will receive it, and partly left to his own Care and 


Management, This ſeems. to be the Foundation of St. 


Peter's Reaſoning where he obſerves, that "_ ſavetb 
Us, 
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us, but how ? not as it is the puiting away the Filth of the 
Fleſp, not the external Ceremony of waſhing, but as it 
carried along with it the Auſtoer or Stipulation of a good 
Conſcience towards God, The two principal Ingredients 
in this Character are Faith and Repentance, both of them 
the immediate Reſult of the Exerciſe of thoſe rational 
Faculties which God has implanted in us by Nature and | 
perfected by Grace: and the FA lr H fo often recom- 
mended in Scripture, and without which we have no 
Pretence to the glorious, Appellation of the Soxs of God 
is not a Belief of abſtruſe, ſpeculative Truths, or mere 
Matters of Doctrine, for St. Paul has determined in | 
this very Caſe that ſuch a Faith will profit us nothing, 
1 Cor. xiii. 2, much leſs is it an Aﬀent of the Mind to | 

t 

| 

| 


the Truth of any Propoſition upon ſufficient Evidence, 

for in ſuch Matters neither Religion nor Morality is 

concern'd, but *tis the Belief of plain practical Truths 

and of the fundamental Articles of all Virtue and | 
Piety, of the abſolute Neceſſity of living /oberly, righ- | 
teouſly and godly in this preſent World, and all this ground- Titus. ii. 12. 
ed upon the expreſs Declaration of God in what he 

has revealed to us by Chrift, and enforc'd too by the 
particular Promiſe of a future State, ſuch a Faith as 

is neceſſarily connected with Practice, working by Love, | 
and fo including the actual Performance of every Duty 
we ſtand engaged for either to God or our Neighbour. 


REPENTANCE too, as it implies a due Senſe 
of Sin and a ſtedfaſt Reſolution of abandoning it for the 
future, of putting off the- 01d Man with bis Lufts, and Colos il. Y 
Putting on the new Man which after God is created in Righ- 
_ Feouſneſs and true Hoineſs is another neceſſary Property 
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Rom. iii. 12, 


Act. xxii. 28. 
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of the new Creature, For that all have finned and ſo 
come ſhort of the Glory of God is a Truth reveal'd in- 
deed by Scripture, but confirm'd by woful Experience; 
the Privilege of Man's Birth ſince the Fall of our firſt 
Parents appears ſcarce equal to that which St. Paul in- 
deed boaſts of as one of the greateſt in his political Ca- 
pacity, hat he was born free; by their Tranſgreſſion 
Sin enter'd into the World, and ever ſince we are born 
with ſtrong Propenſions to it as that which is moſt a- 
greeable to our corrupt Natures : But by our new Creati- 
on we are raiſed up from the Death of Sin to a Life of 
Righteouſneſs, enabled to extricate ourſelves out of that 
ſervile dangerous State in which a depray*d Nature had 
engag*d us, are admitted into Covenant with God, re- 
new'd by his Holy Spirit, cleans'd from all our Sins up- 
on our fincere Repentance by the Blood of Chrift, and 
&pre-inſtated in the Favour of an offended God, and 
made Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


T HIS then is properly that new Creature which a- 
lone availeth in Chriſt Feſus, this that new Birth without 


which no Man can enter into the Kingdom of God, as the 


Joh. i. 3. 


Principles from whence it proceeds are new and diffe- 
rent from theſe under which we paſſed our former 
Lives when we were Servants to Sin, ſo too are the Ef. 


fects of it new and viſtble in the Reformation of Mens 


Minds to Virtue and Goodneſs, being Born not of the 
Will of the Fleſ, nor of the Will of Man, but 0 God. 


THE Author of this neu Life is not Naare;”: im- 
properly ſo called, but the Holy Spirit, nor the Life 


itſelf an animal but a ſpiritual one; *tis conducted not 
under 


— 
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under the Influence of Luſts and Paſſions, but under 
the immediate Directions of a written Law dictated by 


and enforc'd with the Authority of the Divine Spirit, the 


Fruits thereof ſufficiently declare its Divine Original, 
and its Purity the Principles on which *tis founded, For 
whereas in an unregenerate State Men were Servants to 
Sin, they are now become Servants to Righteouſneſs, as 


they were ſhapen and conceiv'd in Tniquity, ©* They are ppl. l. 5. 


* now nero moulded and faſhion'd, furniſh'd with a 
* newo Principle of Life and Action, act upon new 
Views and Intereſts, have z&v Thoughts and Senti- 
© ments of Things, and neu Rules for their Conduct, 


in a Word, with Reſpect to the Sons of God, Old 2 Cor. v. 17, 


Things are paſſed away, and all Things are become new. 


HENCE then we may learn how great an Impro- 
priety they. are guilty of who ſpeak of the new Birth 
as a State of Man entirely ſubſequent to his Baptiſm, 
as a ſenſible Operation of the Spirit working in them 
by Labour and Travail Night and Day. Alluſions con- 
feſſedly borrow'd from Scripture ſhould be confin'd to 
the ſcriptural Acceptation of them, otherwiſe they be- 
come mere human Inventions ; The Scripture, as has 
been ſhewn, have repreſented the grand Scheme of the 
Converſion of the World to Chrift as analogous to 
Man's natural Birth, that Converſion is ſcal'd in Bap- 
tiſm, and God's Part of the Covenant executed therein, 
and at the ſame Time a ſolemn and expreſs Stipulation 
made on the Part of Man for the Performance of His. 
Upon this he is ſtrictly and properly ſaid to be born 
again, becauſe born of Water and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
therefore after this to aſſert the Neceſſity, or even the 
Poſſibility, of a New Birth is to advance a Soleci/m equal 


D 2 | at 
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at leaſt to what Nicodemus objected to our Lord, there 
is not even in this Senſe a Poſſibility for a Man to be 
born again when he is old, renew'd indeed he may be 


dut not regenerated, as his Body may waſte and be re- 


Pair'd, but never new moulded and faſhion*d over a- 
gain from the Womb: Beſides the * Phraſes of being | 
in Labour and Travail, of Sorrows and Pains, are ma- 
nifeſtly abuſed when applied to the znward Conflict of 
the Perſons converted, as they always, when referred to 
the new Birth, ſignify the outward Oppoſition and Difi- 
culties encounter*d by the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel : 
Thus our Saviour having foretold the Deſtruction of 


the Temple and the grievous Calamities that ſhould 
precede it, adds, that theſe are only the (Afxn «for ) 
the Beginning of Serrows, for upon this the great Perſe- 
cution was to enſue both of Chriſt and his Diſciples, 
for then ſhall they de liver you up to be afflifted and ſhall 
kill you, aud you ſball be hated of all Men for my Names 
Sake: Which Words are again repeated in St, Mark 
upon the ſame Occaſion, 


HENCE alſo we may learn what Sort of Evi- 
dence it is that we may reaſonably demand in Order to 
an infallible Conviction of our ze Creation, not that 
of inward Feelings and Experiences, for of thoſe it 
will be extremely difficult to convince either ourſelves 
or others, neither that of the inward Voice and Sug- 

geſtions, 


gane ſunt ifti cruciatus, ob Noe elamabat Fuerpera Eccleſia, 


& Perſecutiones ill graviſſimæ quas 
dum experta eſt, notum enim eſt tribulationes & Anguſtias parturien- 


tum doloribus aſſimilari. Mede i in Rev, Xi. 2. Gal. iv. 19. 


ccleſia primitiva inter pa rien- 
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geſtions, for theſe are not always and by every Perſon 
diſtinguiſhable from the Motions and Operations of his 
own Mind, and may. after all be nothing more than 
the Reſult of a conſtitutional Heat, or a ſanguine Ha- 
bit: We muſt therefore aſſign ſome other Evidence by 
which we may try the Spirits, whether they be of God! 
Let us therefore conſider how it is that in the Experi- 
ments we make upon ourſelves we form a proper Judg- 
ment of our bodily Health or of the Welfare of our 
Minds, what Sort of Evidence offers itſelf to convince 
us that we are well and hearty in both theſe Reſpects, 
and then apply the ſame Reaſoning to our ſpiritual Wel- 
fare, and we fhall find that we can arrive at equal Cer- 
tainty in the latter as in the former: Whence is it that 
we pronounce ourſelves in good Health, but from a cool 
Temperament, a regular Digeſtion, an even Pulſe, and 
the Reſult of all theſe a vigorous Habit ? Whence do 
we judge of the Welfare of our Minds but from a cool 
Head, clear Perceptions, and diſtin Reaſonings? The 
Reverſe of all theſe conſtitutes ill Health and Indiſpo- 
ſition : No more convincing Argument can be offer*d 
of a Man's Health and Vigour than that he actually 
perform*d without Pain or Fatigue an Exerciſe which 
in leſs than perfect Health and Spirits he could not have 
perform'd, nor any Concluſion more certain, than that 
he who compoſed a Book confeſſedly cleatfy and well 
written was at the Time he compos'd it in a good State 
of Mind. Apply the ſame Reafonings to the ſpiritual 
Man, and the ſame Cencluſions may be drawn from 
them : For how ſhall he judge of his ſpiritual Welfare, 
but from the Gifts of the Spirit? And how ſhall he 


judge of thoſe Gifts, i. e. whether he be in Poſſeſſion 
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of them, but from the Effects they produce in him, of 
theſe he judges not by any immediate Suggeſtion of 
God's Spirit or his own, in which 'tis poſſible he may 
be - deceiv*d, but by, what *tis utterly impoſſible he 
ſhould miſtake, conſidering and reflecting upon thoſe 
Graces which the Scriptures written under the infallible 
Guidance of the Spirit itſelf, declare to be the Fruits 
of it; ſuch are, Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, 
Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Meekneſs and Temperance; he 
therefore who finds himſelf habitually, not accidental- 
ly, engag'd in the Practice of Virtue and Morality, (for 
of ſuch Duties only the Apoſtle's Catalogue confiſts, ) 
may very ſafely and confidently pronounce upon his ſpi- 
ritual Condition that *tis good and well pleaſing in the 
Sight of God, and draw to himſelf this comfortable 
Concluſion that he is one of the Sons of God, 


